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One possibility!
A scientific method is a process that a scientist uses to conduct an experiment.

Identify the PROBLEM
· The problem tells you the purpose for doing the experiment.

· It poses the question that you will try to answer.

· The purpose of the experiment is to answer the question.  In other words, solve the problem.

· Written in the form of a question.
Write a HYPOTHESIS
· Your prediction to the answer to the question, the solution to the problem.

· When you write the hypothesis, remember:

· Write a complete sentence.

· Include part of the question.

· Begin with, “I think that …,” “My hypothesis is…,” or “If _____ happens, then _____ will happen.

· Do not use pronouns such as “it” or “they” or words such as “yes”, “no” or “maybe”.
· Never go back and change your hypothesis if you discover it was incorrect.

Write a PROCEDURE
· List of step by step instructions for doing the experiment.

· All steps are numbered.

· The steps must be written clearly and with details explained completely.

· The procedure should always be repeated 3 times and an average might be calculated.
Determine the needed MATERIALS
· List all the supplies that are needed to complete the experiment.

· It is all right to change this section as you proceed through the experiment.

Make OBSERVATIONS and present DATA
· Might be organized before the experiment is begun.

· All data is recorded.

· Data tables and graphs are included in this section.

Write a CONCLUSION
· The answer the question (solution to the problem) that started the experiment.

· Written as one complete sentence.

· Your conclusion must be based on the data that you collected during the experiment.

· Do not use “it, they, yes, no” or “maybe”.

SUPPORT your conclusion

· Write 1-2 sentences explaining why you wrote the conclusion.

· Identify the most important data and how it supports the conclusion.
Do an ERROR ANALYSIS
· Possible problems that happened as you worked on the experiment.

· Things that did go wrong and things that might have gone wrong.

· Helpful when comparing results with others, especially if the results are different.

· Helps you to know whether you can have confidence in your data.
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