What type of graph should I use?

Bar Graphs vs. Line Graphs
· Bar Graphs are used to show a comparison.  
· The independent variable will be categories instead of numbers.  
· On the graph, the independent variable goes on the x-axis.
· The dependent variable goes on the y-axis.
· A bar graph needs to have a title, labels on the x and y axes (that include units of measure.)
· Example

    Does Hair Color affect Height in females?

	Hair Color
	Average Height (feet)

	Brown
	5.5

	Blonde
	5.8

	Red
	5.0

	Black
	5.3
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· Line graphs are used to show a relationship between 2 measurements.  
· The independent variable will be on the x-axis of the graph (just like in a bar graph).
· The dependent variable goes on the y-axis.
· A line graph needs to have a title, labels on the x and y axes (that include units of measure.)
· Always use the Average Measurement (dependent variable) when graphing.

· Example

Does the height of a ramp affect the distance traveled by a toy car?

	Height of Ramp (cm)
	Distance traveled by car (cm)
	Distance traveled by car (cm)
	Distance traveled by car (cm)
	Average

Distance traveled by car (cm)

	25
	55
	45
	50
	50

	50
	125
	95
	80
	100

	75
	155
	142
	153
	150

	100
	180
	190
	230
	200
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